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World Wine Trade Group: Annual Meeting (Neuquén, Argentina, 14-16 November) 

Government Report 

 

1. The World Wine Trade Group (WWTG) Annual Meeting took place between November 14 and 16 in 
the city of Neuquén, Argentina, under the Argentine Presidency of the WWTG. 

2. Representatives of the governments and industries of the WWTG Members (Argentina, Australia, 
Canada, Chile, Georgia, New Zealand, South Africa, United States, and Uruguay) participated in the 
meeting. Industry representatives from Japan and the United Kingdom –UK- were also present as 
observers. Although Brazil had confirmed its participation as observer, for bureaucratic reasons it was 
finally unable to attend. 

3. At the opening session, the Governor of the Province of Neuquén, Mr. Omar Gutiérrez; the President 
of the National Institute of Vitiviniculture (INV), Eng. Carlos Tizio; the President of the Chamber of 
Exporters of Patagonia, Mr. Julio Viola; and Eng. Juan Carlos Pina on behalf of the WWTG industry 
section, gave their welcoming remarks.  

Summary of the main achievements 

4. The Neuquén Meeting ended with successful results to facilitate international trade in wine, 
including the adoption by consensus of three joint documents: 

(i) the WWTG Twentieth Year Anniversary Commemoration Statement; 

(ii) the WWTG Neuquén Regulatory Principles; and 

(iii) the WWTG Strategic Review Terms of Reference (TORs). 

5. In addition, the Group agreed in Neuquén to coordinate joint actions on the following issues: 

- a draft letter to the European Commission (EC) on the issue of traditional terms, with the intention 
of advancing the submission before the next intersessional meeting; 

- a draft letter on environmental footprint to the EC for possible submission before the next 
intersessional meeting; as well as exchange of information between Members related to the public 
consultation opened by the EU until 18 December; 

- the continued negotiation of WWTG regulatory principles for possible advancement and approval 
at the next intersessional meeting, including the possibility of sending new principles; as well as 
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comments to the revised principle 3 on "Acids which are natural components of grapes" until 
December 15, 2018; 

- the presentation before the next intersessional meeting of a new letter to Codex on the WWTG 
application for observer status to that organization, explaining why the WWTG can be considered as 
an intergovernmental organization; 

- the continued WWTG coordination for the Codex Committee on Food Labeling, including through 
the exchange of the labeling matrix sent by each Member to that Committee and the sharing of 
TBT/Codex contacts to the United States until 15 December, 2018; 

- the continued WWTG coordination for the World Health Organization (WHO) work program in 
relation to the harmful use of alcohol; 

- close monitoring of  of the Brexit process in terms of possible future engagement by the UK with 
WWTG; 

- the continuation of the WWTG SPS and TBT coordination, giving them new impetus, and the 
decision to rotate the WWTG coordinators (the current Presidency will lead the TBT coordination 
and the incoming Presidency will coordinate SPS); and  

- the decision to give a more structured follow-up to the invitation to observers, with particular 
emphasis on markets of interest, in particular China, while trying to ensure that the government 
attends, and not only the industry. 

Government and Industry Joint Sessions  

6. Argentina (President of the INV) made a presentation of the updated statistics on WWTG trade, 
production and consumption, based on the inputs received by Members. 

7. After that session, the WWTG Twentieth Year Anniversary Commemoration Statement was 
approved by consensus by both the government and industry sections and published on both sectors´ 
websites (https://www.trade.gov/td/ocg/wwtg.htm and https://www. wwtg-gmcv.org/). Likewise, it 
was indicated that the Statement may be used by each Member at the national level as it may deem 
appropriate. 

8. Regarding regulatory updates provided by Members, Argentina, Australia, Canada, Georgia, 
New Zealand, South Africa and the United States presented the following new regulations, 
including by written submissions to the Presidency: 

Argentina: Reported the following two updates: 

1) Resolution INV 3/2018: the addition of Potassium Polyaspartate to wines was permitted as a legal 
oenological practice, to contribute to tartaric stabilization, and with a maximum dose of ten grams per 
hectolitre. 
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2) Resolution INV 1/2018: the following mandatory mentions were included in the labels of the 
vitivinicultural products: 

a) "CONTAINS SULPHITES", "CONTAINS SULPHUR DIOXIDE" or other equivalent expressions: must be 
indicated on the label of wine products when the concentration is equal to or greater than ten parts 
per million. 

b) "CONTAINS MILK OR ITS DERIVATIVES" OR "MAY CONTAIN MILK OR ITS DERIVATIVES" OR 
"CONTAINS DERIVATIVES FROM MILK" OR "MAY CONTAIN DERIVATIVES FROM MILK" AND 
"CONTAINS EGG OR ITS DERIVATIVES" OR "MAY CONTAIN EGG OR ITS DERIVATIVES "OR" CONTAINS 
EGG DERIVATIVES" OR" MAY CONTAIN EGG DERIVATIVES": the statement should come from 
permitted oenological practices and within allowed tolerances. 

Australia: Reported the following two updates: 

- Following the Australia and New Zealand Ministerial Forum on Food Regulation that met on October 
11, 2018, a new regulation is being developed for a mandatory standard for pregnancy warning 
labeling on packaged alcoholic beverages, which should include a pictogram and a warning statement. 
The Forum requested Food Standards Australia New Zealand (FSANZ) to develop this mandatory 
labeling standard as a priority and that the work be completed expeditiously. 

 - The Geographical Indications Committee (GIC) has made an interim determination for the 
geographical indication Avola, which the European Union is seeking protection of in Australia. The GIC 
will make a final determination on Avola before the end of 2018. 

Canada: "Safe Food for Canadians Regulations" have been published, which will come into force on 
January 15, 2019. The Regulations seek to reduce unnecessary administrative burden on businesses 
by replacing 13 sets of current regulations with one, with the objective of addressing potential risks to 
food safety, including in its clauses the "icewine".  

Georgia: A new draft regulation related to the information required by the EU for distilled beverages 
with high alcohol content, other than wine, is being developed. 

New Zealand: Reported the following three regulatory updates:  

-Pregnancy alcohol labeling: As reported by Australia, the Australia New Zealand Ministerial Forum 
on Food Regulation met on 11 October 2018 and decided that a mandatory standard for pregnancy 
warning labels on packaged alcoholic beverages should be developed. This follows a period of 
voluntary adoption of pregnancy warning statements by large segment of the sector. The Forum called 
for comprehensive consultation and appropriate transition timeframes and stock-in-trade exemption 
on new arrangements. Whilst industry had committed to voluntary label their products with warning 
messaging, there is lack of consistency with variation in the type, size, colour and design. This all 
reduces the effectiveness of the messaging. A mandatory standard will enable consistency and links 
with wider Government messaging.  
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- Energy content labeling: Further to the targeted consultation that took place in 2017, the working 
group continues to consider options. No decisions have been made as yet as to whether the options 
would be mandatory, voluntary, or implemented with a code of practice, but we expect the work to 
progress further in 2019. FSANZ is reviewing the permissions under the Food Standards Code for 
claims about carbohydrate content and components of carbohydrate, such as sugar, on alcoholic 
products. This discussion is in relation to increasing numbers of beverages which claim to be “sugar 
free”. Under the FSANZ Code nutrition content claims are not allowed on alcoholic beverages that 
contain more than 1.15% alcohol with the exception of claims about energy, gluten or carbohydrate. 

- Food Standards Code: There has been an application to FSANZ to permit the use of Potassium 
Polyaspartate as a food additive in wine at a maximum permitted limit of 100mg/L. Consultation has 
just closed. There does not seem to be any problems with this substance being permitted, but there is 
no ADI specified for it, and thus New Zealand has questioned the need for a numerical limit. 

South Africa: Reported on the following proposed regulations which are in process currently: 

- Requirement for use of imported concentrated for wine to be declared on label if used other than 
for sweetening. 

- New synonyms for Muscat de Frontignan, as this name is not allowed for South African wine in the 
territory of the EU – Muscat blanc, White Muscadel, Muscat Rouge, Red Muscadel-. 

- Addition of Potassium Polyaspartate to wine to be allowed.  

- Indication of multiple varieties on a label brought in line with Article 4(2)(b)(ii) of the WWTG 
Labeling Protocol. 

United States: The following regulatory updates were reported: 

- Modernization of Labeling Regulations and Advertising for Wine, Distilled Spirits, and Malt 
Beverages: Notice 176 will be published soon, which proposes certain changes to align the Alcohol 
and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau´s (TTB) wine labeling regulations with certain parameters 
specified in the Protocol to the Agreement on Requirements for Wine Labeling. Any interested party is 
welcome to submit comments on any of the proposals. The comment period is open for 120 days 
following publication.   

- Wine Beverage Alcohol Manual: In August 2018, the TTB republished this Manual. The Beverage 
Alcohol Manuals are practical guides to the mandatory labeling requirements for Wine, Distilled 
Spirits, and Malt Beverages. The update was carried out for it to contain the most recent information 
about wine labeling requirements. The Handbook is available on www.ttb.gov, "What We Do" section-
"Other Guidance"-"Public Guidance"-"TTB G 2018-7- Wine Beverage Alcohol Manual (BAM)". 

- New American Viticultural Areas: These include the "Cape May Peninsula American Viticultural 
Area" in the state of New Jersey, effective as of May 7, 2018; and the "Dahlonega Plateau American 
Viticultural Area" in the State of Georgia, effective as of July 30, 2018. 
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- Craft Beverage Modernization and Tax Reform: As noted in Brussels, on January 1, 2018, the Tax 
Cuts and Jobs Act (Public Law 115-97) made extensive changes to the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, 
including to provisions related to alcoholic beverages that are administered by TTB. These changes are 
effective during calendar years 2018 and 2019 and are available at www.ttb.gov, "What We do" - "Tax 
Reform (CBMTRA)"-"Taxes and Filing". 

9. With regard to trade negotiations, Argentina, Australia, Canada, Chile, the United States, New 
Zealand, South Africa, and Uruguay provided the following updates:  

Argentina: Reported that in MERCOSUR-EU current negotiations wine has been included in the 
exchange of offers that took place last December. Within the framework of the Chapter on Intellectual 
Property, the recognition of the list of Geographical Indications in the field of wines, presented by the 
EU and MERCOSUR, is being negotiated. The parties are also negotiating a text on trade in wines and 
spirits based on the recommendations of the OIV on definitions and oenological practices, as all Parties 
of the future agreement are members of that Organization.  

Other trade agreements being negotiated by MERCOSUR are with Canada, Korea, and EFTA, which are 
at their initial stage, with no exchange of offers for the time being. As regards the extension of the 
preferential agreements with the Southern African Customs Union (SACU) and India, the inclusion of 
wines has not been considered. 

Australia: On October 31, 2018, Australia notified New Zealand, as Depositary of the Comprehensive 
and Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTTP or TPP-11), that it had completed its 
applicable legal procedures necessary for entry into force of the Agreement. In addition, the 
substantive conclusion of negotiations on the Indonesia-Australia Comprehensive Economic 
Partnership Agreement (IA-CEPA) concluded on August 31, 2018. The first round of negotiations on 
the Australia-EU Free Trade Agreement was held in Brussels on 2-6 July. The discussions were wide-
ranging and facilitated a greater understanding of both parties´ objectives towards the FTA 
negotiation. Australia is also working to conclude trade agreements with a number of other partners, 
including the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP), the Pacific Alliance and Hong 
Kong. 

Canada: Canada ratified the CPTPP on October 29, 2018, at the same time that Canada is negotiating 
an FTA with MERCOSUR. The negotiations for the renewed Canada-United States-Mexico (CUSMA) 
agreement concluded last September, reaffirming the importance of the trade relations of its partners. 

Chile: The Argentina-Chile FTA, which was signed on November 2, 2017, is currently under the 
treatment of the National Congress to continue the internal procedures for ratification. Chile and 
Brazil recently concluded FTA negotiations, which will be signed on November 21 to begin internal 
ratification procedures. Regarding the CPTTP, following the signature by Chile on March 8 of 2018, the 
agreement entered Congress last October to follow ratification procedures. On Brexit, Chile is 
maintaining a dialogue with the UK, with the aim of negotiating as soon as the UK would be in a 
position to do so. 
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United States: The USMCA Agreement negotiations concluded last September to replace NAFTA. The 
agreement will maintain current duty-free access for wine products. An Annex to the agreement will 
cover technical issues related to wine trade among the parties.. On October 16, the USTR Office 
informed to Congress the interest of the United States in initiating negotiations of bilateral trade 
agreements with Japan, the EU and the United Kingdom. In the case of Japan and the EU, negotiations 
could begin after a period of 90 days after notification to Congress. With regard to the UK, a bilateral 
working group has been established to assess possible next steps related to its possible withdrawal 
from the EU. 

New Zealand: It is currently negotiating new free trade agreements with the EU and the Pacific 
Alliance, and is part of the negotiations for the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP). 
New Zealand also welcomes the prompt entry into force of the CPTPP on 30 December, 2018.  

South Africa: The priority of its trade negotiations is the Tripartite Free Trade Agreement (between 
the Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa-COMESA-, the Southern African Development 
Community -SADC- and the East African States Community-EAC-) and the Continental Africa FTA 
(ACFTA). While some of the tariff negotiations of the Tripartite Free Trade Agreement are advanced, 
the debates for ACFTA are still in an incipient stage. South Africa indicated its interest in negotiating 
with the UK as soon as that country would be available for it. 

Uruguay: In addition to the current MERCOSUR-EU negotiations, Uruguay reported that they signed 
an FTA with Chile, which includes issues related to vitiviniculture and will enter into force next 
December. 

10. Regarding the “Trade and Market Access 2018” report updated by the Australian industry, the 
Wine Makers Federation of Australia (WFA) made a general presentation, followed by updates from 
the Australian Government regarding the EU initiative on product environmental footprint (PEF) and 
nutrition labeling, while Argentina made a presentation on traditional terms. 

(i) In relation to PEF, the government of Australia made an update, as follows: 

- In April this year the PEF guide for wine by the EU was released - the technical guidance on how to 
conduct a PEF study. The guide focuses on the production of a representative product in the EU, which 
in this case is both still and sparkling wine.  

- Out of the PEF study the most relevant life cycle stages identified for wine were: grape production, 
wine making and packaging. A number of data sources were also identified for the PEF guide ranging 
from transport to energy, water and waste consumption to production yield.  

- In terms of status, it is understood the Commission recently launched a serie of targeted 
consultations on potential policy applications for the environmental footprint methods. There is a 
range of questionnaires which are targeted at different sectors. The deadline for comments is 
December 18, 2018. Other than this, it is understood that the PEF work is relatively on hold for the 
remainder of this Commission.  
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- It is anticipated that the PEF may be a focus of the new Commission but with a potential focus on a 
voluntary scheme rather than a mandatory one. The issue will be continued to be monitored closely. 

Following the presentation by Australia and discussions, including on the complexity of methodologies 
proposed by the EU and the potential barriers to trade, the Group agreed to work on three issues 
related to PEF: 

- a draft letter to the EC, using as an initial reference the draft elaborated by Canada during its 
Presidency in 2016, including any necessary updates taking into account the recent publication by the 
EU of the wine PEF methodology and the EU public consultation opened until December 18. The 
Argentine Presidency will circulate a draft letter for consideration, with a view to send the letter to the 
EC before the next intersessional meeting.  

- members are also invited to share the possible individual responses to the EU public 
consultation open till December 18, with a view to coordinate positions; and 

- members are encouraged to exchange information on their internal work regarding the study and 
analysis of the EU PEF methodology. 

(ii) In relation to nutritional labeling, the government of Australia made an update, as follows: 

- In response to the report released in early 2017, which called for industry self-regulation of a 
harmonized approach for labeling, the alcoholic beverage industry presented a self-regulatory 
proposal to the EC on labeling in March this year.   

- This proposal focused on a flexible approach for the alcohol industry and included separate annexes 
for the wine, spirits, beer and cider. However it was considered an inconsistent proposal by the EU 
Health Commissioner that did not enable consumers to be fully informed.  

- Issues remain about standard serving size between sectors, labeling of raw ingredients, calorific 
content and the approach of an online or label approach. It is understood the Commission is after a 
more consistent approach which applies across the different sectors. It is considered unlikely at this 
stage that legislation will be bought forward under this Commission.  

As a result of the presentation, the WWTG agreed that this is an important issue that will be continued 
to be monitored closely. 

(iii) With respect to traditional terms, Argentina made the following general update, taking into 
account the notifications made by the EU in May 2018 to the TBT Committee (G/TBT/N/EU/570 and 
G/TBT/ N/EU/571): 

The new EU draft regulations notified to the TBT will derogate Regulation EC No. 607/2009 and 
should be approved by the end of December 2018. The documents do not modify substantive elements 
of the current wine regime, and maintain the "status quo" on traditional terms, without solving the 
delays in the conclusion of the pending registration requests to the EC on traditional terms. 
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Several Members have raised repeatedly the issue as a Specific Trade Concern (STC) in the TBT 
Committee. The issue was also raised for the first time at the WTO Committee on Trade in Goods on 
November 12, 2018. Considering the lack of transparency in the process of review of the regulation 
and its trade impact on the wine exports that are unable to use certain traditional terms, it is 
important to continue the WWTG dialogue and coordination on the matter, taking into consideration 
the WWTG past letters sent to the EC on the matter. 

Following the presentation and discussions, the Members agreed to advance the consideration of a 
draft joint letter to the EC to be prepared by the United States and circulated among the Members for 
consideration, with a view to send it to the EC before the next intersessional meeting.  

In addition to the issues of the PEF, nutrition labeling and traditional terms, Members expressed 
specific concerns regarding the possible trade barriers generated by the Ireland Public Health Act, the 
alcoholic labeling and beverage certification requirements in Thailand; and EU initiatives on endocrine 
disruptors, organic wines, and the review of certain maximum residue limits that would not be based 
on a risk-based analysis, among others. 

11. Regarding the WWTG Strategic Review Terms of Reference, the dates for the next steps of the 
Strategic Review were decided, including the appointment of the members of the Review Committee 
(December 3) and the Committee's lead coordinator (December 10), and the possibility of sending 
submissions (March 1, 2019). After these changes, the document was approved by consensus. 

12. With regard to draft Wine Regulatory Coherence Agreement prepared by the industry of 
Australia, WFA made a presentation, explaining the objectives and scope of the proposal. Several 
Members expressed concerns related mainly to the possible binding nature and the duplication with 
other WWTG agreements. Following the discussions, it was agreed that the industry of Australia will 
present before the next intersessional meeting an explanatory document on the relationship between 
the draft and the WWTG agreements, identifying those issues where there is added-value, and possible 
duplications or overlaps. Regarding the legal nature, it was decided to leave aside for the time being 
this debate, and to continue to discuss the content and purpose of the proposal in the next meetings. 

13. In relation to Brexit, there was a presentation of the UK WSTA regarding the latest developments. 
The UK WSTA indicated its interest in the UK considering becoming a WWTG member after its 
possible exit from the EU, noting that such a decision could only be taken after the transition period. 

Government Sessions 

14. With respect to the WWTG regulatory principles, Members discussed principles 2 on 
"Harmonization of References" and 7A on "Presence of substances that are not pesticides in 
wine" to achieve an agreement in Neuquén. After resolving the pending issues on those two principles, 
the WWTG Neuquén Regulatory Principles were adopted by consensus, and published on the 
Group's government website (https://www.trade.gov/td/ocg/neuquen.pdf). 
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Regarding draft principle 1 on "Usage level of treatment agents", it was agreed that, given the current 
national positions, it would be assessed in the future if it would be convenient to advance this 
principle. Regarding draft principle 3, on "Natural components of grapes", an alternative proposal 
suggested by Australia was discussed, with a view to continuing to consult this principle and to send 
possible comments before December 15, 2018 on the text progressed in Neuquén, towards its possible 
approval at the next intersessional meeting. The draft revised principle 3 reads as follows:  

“Acids which are natural components of grapes - In relation to the regulation of wine, governments 
should not require the label to indicate the presence of permitted winemaking treatment agents that are: 

a. Acids which are natural components of grapes, and 

b. Used in winemaking solely to adjust the levels of the same acids already present in grape juice or wine.” 

It was also agreed that, for those Members interested in sending new draft principles for WWTG 
discussion, such as the case expressed on "unexpected substances", they are invited to do so until 
December 15, 2018. 

15. With regards to the Depositary Report, the United States reported the relevant updates: 

Regarding the Labeling Protocol, Argentina, Australia, Chile, Georgia, New Zealand, and South Africa 
are signatories to the Protocol. The Protocol is in force for Australia, Chile, Georgia and New Zealand.  

An extension was granted to the United States for signature until the 2019 Chile Annual Meeting. 
Canada deposited its instrument of accession on November 9, so that the Protocol will enter into force 
on January 1, 2019. South Africa signed the Protocol on October 18, 2018 and the deadline for that 
country to deposit its instrument of ratification, acceptance or approval of the Protocol is the 2020 
Annual Meeting. The deadline for Argentina to deposit its instrument of ratification, acceptance or 
approval of the Protocol was extended to the 2019 Annual Meeting  in Chile. 

Regarding South Africa, there are plans for an official from South Africa´s Embassy in Washington D.C. 
to sign the MoU on Certification Requirements and the Agreement on Information Exchange, Technical 
Cooperation and Counterfeiting. 

Regarding Uruguay´s accession, the Presidency reported that, following the information sent by the 
Depositary, on November 13, 2018, Uruguay sent the Depositary an advance copy of a notification 
withdrawing the interpretive declaration that was included with Uruguay’s accession to the Mutual 
Acceptance of Oenological Practices (MAA) deposited on April 18, 2018. The Depositary will issue a 
circular note to the embassies in Washington of the MAA parties notifying them of Uruguay’s action 
upon receipt of the original notification. The Agreement entered into force for Uruguay on May 1, 
2018. The Presidency appreciated Uruguay´s efforts, giving it again the warm welcome as WWTG 
member.  

16. Regarding the application for WWTG observer status to Codex, the United States made a 
presentation on the current situation. Prior to the meeting, the United States circulated a draft WWTG 
letter to respond to questions from the Codex Secretariat regarding the intergovernmental status of 



10 
 

the Group. The Group agreed to present before the next intersessional meeting the proposed letter to 
Codex in person before the Secretariat of the agency in Rome, through a representative of the 
Argentine Presidency, together with those WWTG Members who may wish to accompany the Chair.  

17. Regarding the Codex Committee on Food Labeling (CCFL) and the discussion on the labeling of 
alcoholic beverages, New Zealand made the following update: 

- At the CCFL meeting in October 2017 there was agreement to proceed with a discussion paper on the 
labeling of alcoholic beverages. The discussion paper will include a stocktake of current 
global/national practices and to look at any potential work for CCFL, within the role of CCFL. This 
discussion paper will be drafted by the Russian Federation with the assistance of EU, Ghana, India and 
Senegal.  

- The starting point for this stocktake has been a request for Members to complete a matrix to provide 
details of their labeling requirements for alcoholic beverages. The next step will be the circulation of 
the documents for the May 2019 meeting, which could be released in mid-March. 

The WWTG agreed for those Members that have not yet done so to share their labeling practices 
matrixes sent to CCFL until December 15, 2018, so that the Presidency can circulate a compilation of 
the matrixes, and eventually, if it were viable, elaborate a comparative matrix. This exercise will serve 
to continue the WWTG coordination at the next intersessional meeting before the next CCFL May 
meeting.  

18. Regarding the WHO work program in relation to the harmful use of alcohol, New Zealand 
made the following update: 

- The High Level Meeting at the United Nations General Assembly on Non-communicable diseases 
(NCDs) in September 2018 agreed a resolution on NCDs. Measures to combat the harmful use of 
alcohol form part of the WHO’s work programme on NCDs. It is not entirely clear what next steps the 
WHO plans in relation to its work to combat the harmful effects of alcohol.  

- But it is certain that there will be further proposals. The framework convention relating to tobacco 
appears to be a model on which the WHO is basing much of its approach to work on NCDs, including 
the harmful use of alcohol. 

- There will be proposals for further work, and new WHO initiatives, and such proposals and initiatives 
would be likely to impact on wine exporters. It remains important, therefore, to emphasize the 
continuing need for inter-agency coordination between Trade, Agriculture and Health Ministries in 
each of WWTG Members capitals.    

- It is also important that industry ensure its views are being effectively conveyed to Health agencies – 
because Health agencies have the responsibility for each WHO members’ input into WHO work 
programmes. 
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After the presentation, WWTG agreed that it will continue to monitor the issue, in order to promote 
coordination among its Members countries in advance to the WHO related meetings. 

19. Regarding the WWTG SPS coordination, Chile (current coordinator) presented an update of the 
latest developments, informing that an exchange of STCs supports was held electronically for the 
November SPS meeting. 

Regarding the WWTG TBT coordination, Argentina (current coordinator) presented an update of the 
latest developments. For the TBT June and November Committee Meetings, WWTG coordination 
meetings were held in advance in Geneva. As a result, several supports were recorded among Group 
members at the Committee meetings. There is a need to follow these coordinations in Geneva, well in 
advance after the circulation of the annotated agenda, so that Members can share their STCs in 
advance to seek support. It was also requested, for those Members that have not yet done so, to send 
the Codex/TBT individual contacts to the United States (jamie.ferman@trade .gov) until December 15, 
2018. 

Regarding the SPS and TBT coordination rotation mechanism, the WWTG agreed that the current 
Presidency will coordinate the TBT issues, while the incoming Presidency will coordinate SPS matters. 

20. Regarding the government discussions on Brexit-related actions, Australia made an update 
indicating that it is waiting to hear of the final arrangements for Brexit to determine what impacts it 
may have going forward. Regarding the WWTG consideration of the Rapid Alert presented by the US 
industry referred to the review of EU/UK oenological practices, the WWTG government section 
considered the importance of the exercise, and expressed interest in the UK considering starting the 
process of accession to the Group after its exit from the EU. However, taking into consideration the 
possible regulatory changes that could occur during the transition period, the WWTG government 
section agreed to wait till the next intersessional meeting to assess the situation and begin the process 
of studying the EU/UK oenological practices and regulations, with a view to a possible future accession 
of the UK to the Group. In the meantime, the WWTG governments invited WWTG industry to consider 
advancing a preliminary analysis of the EU/UK regulations in the transition period and to report 
possible progress at the next intersessional meeting.  

21. Regarding the next steps related to the Strategic Review, possible topics of interest were 
discussed, which could be developed in detail in the submissions to be sent until March 1, 2018, as 
approved in the Strategic Review. Among the issues mentioned in a preliminary manner were the need 
to explore ways to reach important wine markets with a view for their future accession to the Group, 
particularly in Asia, with special emphasis on China; and the importance to undertake market studies 
related to emerging markets and strategies to position wine in those markets. 

22. Regarding the invitation to observers, Members welcomed the participation of Japan and the UK 
WSTA in the meeting in that capacity. Members agreed on the importance of advancing a structured 
approach to invitation to observers, including future personal presentations of the invitation letters 
through the Presidency in the countries of interest, explaining the objectives and advantages of the 
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Group, and keeping a detailed follow-up of the invitations. Likewise, Members agreed on the 
importance of observers to be represented at the government level, accompanied by their industry, 
and of the use platforms such as the International Wine Technical Summit and the APEC Wine 
Regulatory Forum (WRF) to approach observers. The WWTG also decided to follow up on the 
invitation to China, and that Members with greater trade relations with that partner (in particular 
Australia, Chile, and New Zealand) share relevant contacts to send new invitations. 

The WWTG also considered important to continue inviting the countries contacted for the Neuquén 
meeting, including Brazil, China, Japan, Mexico, Peru, UK, Ukraine and Vietnam, as well as to identify 
other relevant countries to be invited to the next intersessional meeting. The Presidency will therefore 
circulate a list of the potential observers in advance of that meeting for the Group´s consideration. 
Regarding the note of the Spanish Wine Federation (FEV) in which it indicated its interest in 
participating in the WWTG –addressed to the current Industry Chair-, it was agreed that possible 
comments from the industry sector would be awaited. 

23. Regarding the International Wine Technical Summit and the APEC WRF, the United States 
made presentations on its recent meetings, indicating that the next meeting of the International Wine 
Technical Summit will be on June 3 and 4, 2019 in Livermore, United States. The future of the WRF is 
uncertain at this time but the United States will advise the WWTG as soon as the next steps are clear.   
A presentation on the outcomes of the WRF since 2013 detailed extensive work of the WRF on export 
certificates, certificates of analysis, and the numerous compendia of wine information important to 
regulators and exporters. An archive of the WRF work is available at:  
https://www.wineregulatoryforum.org/archive. 

Regarding the FIVS Abridge and APACE, the US industry explained the details of these databases, 
indicating that both are freely available to regulators. In the presentation on FIVS Abridge, the 
development of a WWTG matrix of oenological practices by FIVS Abridge was mentioned, to be 
presented at the next intersessional meeting.  

24. Observers from Japan and the UK made their statements, indicating that their organizations 
shared the WWTG objectives to facilitate wine international trade, and they showed interest in the 
future possible accession of their respective governments to the Group. 

25. Regarding the next intersessional meeting, the WWTG agreed to hold the meeting in London on 
April 11 and 12, 2019, with a possible welcome activity on April 10. The Meeting will take place   
after the FIVS meeting to be held in that same city on April 8 and 9, and under the Argentine 
Presidency before the handover to the next Presidency (Chile) on May 2019. 

 

https://www.wineregulatoryforum.org/archive

